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Does Marine Resource Management 
enhance the Sustainable Development of
Fishing Villages: Discuses on the Effects 
of Social Capital and Community Building

Yao-Jen Hsiao*, Szu-Yu Liu**, Jyun-Long Chen***

The study aims to analyze the relevance of marine resource 
management and the sustainable development of coastal communities and 
to examine whether the effects of social capital and community creation as 
intermediaries are significant. New Taipei City, Keelung City, and Yilan 
County are the research areas, and residents in coastal communities were 
targeted as questionnaires. A total of 353 valid questionnaires were collected. 
The empirical method uses a structural equation model to analyze the 
relationship between the causal path and the mediating effect of each 
variable in the model. Empirical results show that marine resource 
management positively impacts the sustainable development of coastal 
communities and has a partial mediating effect. Increasing social capital or 
promoting community empowerment is helpful for the sustainable 
development of coastal communities. Based on this, it is recommended that 
when coastal communities pursue sustainable development, in addition to 
strengthening the community's participation in fishery resource management 
and maintaining the marine environment, residents are also encouraged to 
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participate in community public affairs or activities, gather residents' 
collective consciousness, and activate social network exchanges to 
accumulate intangible benefits of social capital. Government can also design 
resources and incentives that are conducive to community participation in 
resource management and, at the same time, provide guidance and capacity 
to assist communities in implementing community development plans 
through joint resource management, community participation, and 
community empowerment. This can help coastal communities move towards 
sustainable development.

Keywords: fishing village, social capital, community empowerment, 
intermediary variables, sustainable development
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