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How to Make Agriculture for Life:

The Practical Rationality of the
Re-commodification of these Smallholders with
Natural Farming

Chun-Hung Lin’

This study takes the rural areas near the Hsinchu Science Industrial
Park as an example to understand how these smallholders with natural
farming make agriculture for life and this type of smallholder agricultural
economy is a form of irrational rationality in economics. The study attempts
to extend the concept of embeddedness and uses practical rationality to
explain how these smallholders with natural farming find a balance between
calculating the actual gains and losses of personal behavior and social forms.
This study discovers that these smallholders with natural farming use the
Shumei natural farming method to make a living. They practice natural
farming with every farming task in pursuit of “respecting nature,” respecting
the land,” and “caring for the land.” The practice of natural farming and the
additional labor time invested make their crops more valuable than crops
produced by other farming methods. The labor they invest has a specific
purpose, which is to increase the value of the crops. This reproduction of
crop value is a process of re-commodification and the practical rationality
that can meet the survival needs of these smallholders with natural farming
and also achieve their goals and ideals.

Keywords: smallholders with natural farming, practical rationality, re-
commodification, crop value
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