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The Effect of Multiple Destination Trips on
Recreation Benefits — An Example of Leisure
Agriculture in Yilan County, Taiwan

Ya-Lan Huang” and Kai-Lih Chen™

This study estimated the recreational benefits of the visitors to Yilan County
leisure farms, and used On-site Poisson model to create the travel demand. With
the amendment of multiple destination trips, we established three travel cost
weighting methods and a grouping method. Using the above models, we
estimated the recreational benefits and compared the differences of the results
obtained from the four models.

The estimated recreational benefits obtained from three differenet methods,
Hsu (2008), Loomis, Yorizane, and Larson (2000), and Parsons and Wilson
(1997) methods, are significantly higher than the model without consideration of
the multiple destination trips. This demonstrates that the recreational benefits are
underestimated NT$776 per year per visitor when the multiple and single
destination trips factor was not concerned.

Results of showed that the number of trips indicates a significantly negative
correlation with travel costs but is of positive correlation with environmental
planning satisfaction. The number of trips indicates significantly negative
correlations with the education level and the multiple destination trips. According
to the results of this study, we suggest Yilan leisure agriculture operators to
increase the number of trips by reducing travel costs and improving
environmental planning satisfaction of visitors or to promote the willingness to
choose the location as a single destination of a trip by increasing the functions of
a single location of site for the multiple destination tourists. For the departments
of government or public, the suggestion is that the intense investment on
activities or industries with the environmental education and/or cultural
significance should be enforced and while doing this, the monetary benefit
should not be the unique factor of concerns.

Keywords: On-Site Poisson Model, Single Destination Trips, Multiple
Destination Trips, Recreation Benefits
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