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Cost and Benefit Analysis of the
Applications of Taiwan’s Agricultural
Import Relief and Safeguards System

Chi-Huei Huang"®

This paper attempts to review the impact of Taiwan's accession to
the WTO upon agricultural industry and its countermeasures. “The
strengthening of various safeguard measures and the provision of import
relief measures”, one of the industrial adjustment policies, is selected as
the main subject of this paper. Comparison analysis is made between two
remedy measures available for agricultural products harmed by imports,
i.e. Import Relief System (border measure) and Agricultural Products
Import Damage Relief Fund (domestic measure), both in accordance with
WTO rules. Policies review is made through empirical studies of these
measures, and their cost/benefit is analyzed by COMPAS model. It is
expected that this paper could be a reference for effective government
decision-making once agricultural industry is harmed by imports.

Keywords: Import injury, Import Relief, Agricultural Product, Industrial
Adjustment, Special Safeguard, Antidumping Duty,
Countervailing Duty, Border Measures, Behind-the-border
Measures.

" The author served as Executive Secretary, International Trade Commission (ITC) of
Ministry of Economic Affairs since July 1, 1994 to present. This article only represents
the author’s personal observations and views on the WTO regulations and its
development. It does not necessarily reflect the tools and measures of organization
position of ITC.



